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Mel lives in Texarkana; Arkansas. He is poor, illiterate, and 
a heroin addict. He doesn't read books, newspapers, or magazines, 
nor does he watch anything on TY but entertainment shows. He 

. occasionally hears news items on his radio, which is always tuned 
to an FM rock station, but that is the only source of. news he has 
except for what he hears from his friends, mainly other addicts. 

Texarkana is on the Texas-Arkansas border, and half the town 
is in fact in Texas. In res:pcr.se to the spread of AIDS in the 
state, the Texas legislature has enacted the following criminal 
statute: 

(1) It is a felony for one infected with the AIDS
virus to give any hypodennic needle that has
penetrated his or her skin to any other person
for that other person's use as a hypodermic
needle.

(2) It is an .aggravated felony if violation (1)
causes the person to whom the needle is given
to contract AIDS within five years.·

(3) It is second degree murder i.f the victim in (2)
dies from AIDS within five years of the viola-
tion of (1).

·· 

(4) It shall be conclusively presumed that, where
(1) is violated and the victim contracts AIDS
within five years, the violation of (1) caused
the victim's contracting AIDS.

Mel is unaware of these Tex.as statutes. 
completely ignorant when it comes to AIDS. He 
nature, how it is spread, or its symptoms. 
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Indeed, Mel is 
does not know its 
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